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Programme for the Day  

 

9.30 - 9.45 
 

Welcome / Intro & Purpose of Conference 
Philippa Thompson & Alex Sabine, ECSDN Co-Chairs 

9.45 – 10.25 
 

Keynote: Dr Valerie Daniel / Chair: Aaron Bradbury 
Formalised Curiosity: Poking and Prying with Purpose 

10.25 – 10.30 Comfort Break 

10.30 – 11.50 Block 1 Presentations – Chair: Dr Jackie Musgrave 

11.50 – 12.00 Comfort Break 

12.00 – 12.40 Block 2 Presentations – Chair: Dr Helen Perkins 
Introduction: Why Fund Research – Pamela Calder 

12.40 – 12.45 Comfort Break 
 

12.45 – 12.55 
 
 

 

 

Knowledge Exchange: Linda Mentner – Chair: Dr Helen Perkins 
Opportunities for ECS students and others in Germany.  
 

How members of the Network can engage with Linda and her 
team and an opportunity to hear about her practice. 

 

12.55 – 13.15 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Plenary  
What are the messages from our presentations for the 
child/families/practice/pedagogy/policy government  
and policy in settings 
 

Asking the ‘so what?’ question, from the presentations this 
morning, what are the implications for practice? 
 

13.15 – 13.30 
 

Final Comments:  
Philippa Thompson, Dr Jackie Musgrave and Dr Helen Perkins 
The Way Forward 
Review of Conference Series 
Thanks to All 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

P a g e  | 3 

Introduction and welcome  
Philippa Thompson and Alex Sabine 

 

  
 

The past year has seen many challenges to the sector both in practice and in Higher 
Education. Students have been incredibly resilient and creative ways have been 
developed to support learning digitally academically and in practice. We hope that from 
these difficult circumstances there will also be positives and more creative ways of 
teaching, learning, and engaging with research will develop.  
 
The new EYFS will be implemented from this September and as part of the coalition many 
on our executive have been active in working groups to create Birth to Five Matters. This 
coalition has brought a strength to the sector not seen before and we hope for this to 
continue to be a powerful voice for change. We continue to participate in national policy 
initiatives and to work in partnership with a wide range of early childhood organisations.  
 
Research is integral to the success of the ECSDN and its importance is highlighted today in 
representing the voices of all of those connected with the sector. It is key that we have a 
forum for this research to be heard by students, practitioners, lecturers, and researchers. The 
ECSDN aims to share current thinking, challenge and problem solve and develop the field 
of early childhood research. Over the past four years, the range of speakers has been a key 
success of our conferences. Inviting students to present alongside experienced researchers 
is a way in which we can continue to support the sector to develop in terms of confidence 
and quality.  
 
Many thanks for joining us today and thanks to all the ECSDN colleagues who have made 
the series of mini-conferences so successful.  
 
Philippa Thompson (Sheffield Hallam University) and Alex Sabine (University of Portsmouth) 

Co-Chairs ECSDN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 

 

P a g e  | 4 

Research and Knowledge Exchange 
Dr Jackie Musgrave and Dr Helen Perkins 

 

Welcome to the Early Childhood Degrees Studies Network 4th annual conference. In 
response to the pandemic restrictions, we moved our conference online for this year. We 
found that prolonged periods of time online are exhausting, so to avoid this, we planned a 
series of mini half day conferences, and today’s is the 3rd and final one for 2021.  Another 
change for this year is that we have taken the decision to make attendance at the 
conference a free event. 
 
We are delighted be able to create this valuable opportunity for researchers in the Early 
Childhood field to present the findings from research into contemporary issues and we hope 
that you enjoy hearing about our colleagues’ inspiring research. We extend a very warm 
welcome to our Early Childhood Studies student researchers and are grateful that they are 
joining us to present, often for the first time. The academic field of Early Childhood is a young 
one and we all need to work to ensure that there are opportunities to promote and share 
high quality educational research in our field. Here is an overview of some of the work that 
the Research and Knowledge Exchange has been working on over the last year:  
 
1. The Student Publication Opportunity goes from strength to strength and following the 

June 2020 call for student papers, we have published around 50 students’ work on the 
ECSDN website, you can find the papers here. The February 2021 call for papers is closed 
and the papers are being reviewed by our panel. There will be another call for papers 
in June this year. Students, please consider submitting your papers for peer-review and 
gain this valuable opportunity to publish your work. Those of you presenting today may 
want to consider adapting your work to meet the criteria, this is explained in the 
guidance that will be circulated to members in early June. We are grateful to our tutor 
colleagues for their continued support and encouragement to their students to submit 
their work. We are also grateful to colleagues who have helped us over the last year to 
review the student submissions, many thanks to Jo Josephidou, Early Childhood at the 
Open University, Siobhan O’Connor at Canterbury University and Maggie Crowley at 
Warwick University. As the number of submissions has increased, we have increased our 
pool of reviewers and we are grateful to Kathryn Crouch at Norland College, Mary Dyer 
at Huddersfield University, Eva Mikuska at Chichester University, Kerry Moakes at 
Manchester Metropolitan University and Michelle Wisbey at Anglia Ruskin University for 
volunteering to do so.  
 

2. Funded research opportunity for the membership. Another fundamental part of our 
strategy has been to set up a funded research project. Members were invited to bid for 
funding, and this was awarded to two teams of researchers. Dr Tanya Richardson, 
University of Northampton, Sigrid Brogaard-Clausen, University of Roehampton and Su 
Wall, University of Derby are exploring practitioner, academics and student perspectives 
of Early Childhood Studies Degrees Graduate Practitioner Competencies (Pilot) in 
building Professional Identities and Relationships. And Nikki Fairchild, Alex Sabine and 
Sarah Barton, University of Portsmouth and Eva Mikushka, University of Chichester are 
researching the Early Childhood education and care sector’s perspective on the Early 
Childhood Studies graduate and the Graduate Practitioner Competencies. The interim 
findings from the research will be presented during this series of mini conferences, we 
are looking forward to hearing about the progress of the research projects. 

https://www.ecsdn.org/student-publications/
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Please get in touch with your ideas of how we can develop the Research and Knowledge 
Exchange part of the ECSDN work, and we welcome any ideas you may have, please get 
in touch with us.  
 
We would like to extend our thanks to the ECSDN Executive for supporting the research and 
knowledge work and to Philippa and Alex for opening the conference and to Juliette 
Davies for her invaluable administration and organisation support. 
 
Best wishes 
 

 
 

Dr Jackie Musgrave, 
Research and Knowledge Exchange 

(Student Development) 

 
 

Dr Helen Perkins 
Research and Knowledge Exchange 

(Professional Development) 
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Keynote:  
‘Formalised Curiosity: Poking and Prying with Purpose 

Dr Valerie Daniel 
 
 

 
 
Dr Valerie Daniel is a qualified Teacher with over 30 years’ experience with the last 13 years 
as a Maintained Nursery School head teacher. 
 
Her other roles include being a trustee for the Birmingham Nursery Schools Collaboration 
Trust (BNSCT) currently the chair of the Trust as well as sitting on a number of Local Authority 
Strategic groups. She is one of fifteen Birmingham Association of Maintained Nursery Schools 
(BAMNS) head teachers who work within a contractual collaboration.  
 
Valerie has a deep interest in the dynamics of the current Early Years Sector and received 
her Doctorate in Education from the University of Birmingham on her thesis titled ‘The 
Perceptions of a Leadership Crisis in the Early Years Sector (EYS)’. She is also a trained 
Systems Leader and Leadership Mentor for other head teachers and leaders in the Early 
Years Sector. 
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Programme for Presentations 
 

Block 1 
Presentations  Chair: 

Dr Jackie Musgrave 
Duration of each presentation: 15 minutes followed by 5 minutes Q & A session 

Presentation 1 Surveillance of Modern Motherhood: Experiences of Universal Parenting Courses 
Dr Helen Simmons 
University of Derby 

Presentation 2 Stories from the Sandpit - Telling the narratives of Early Years Teachers 
experiences in employment 

Amanda Tayler 
Staffordshire University 

Presentation 3 Just a T.A.  
Marie Bradwell,  

Plymouth Marjon University 

Presentation 4 LGBTQIA+ Representation in the Early Years  
Aaron Bradbury 

Nottingham Trent University 

Block 2 
Presentations Funded Research Update Chair: 

Dr Helen Perkins 
Duration of each presentation: 15 minutes followed by 5 minutes Q & A session 

 

Presentation 5 

 

Exploring practitioner, academics and student perspectives of Early Childhood 
Studies Degrees Graduate Practitioner Competencies (Pilot) in building 
professional identities and relationships 

Dr Tanya Richardson 
University of Northampton  
Sigrid Brogaard Clausen 

University of Roehampton  
Su Wall 

University of Derby 

 

Presentation 6 

 

The Early Childhood education and care sector’s perspective on the Early 
Childhood Studies graduate and the Graduate Practitioner Competencies – 
update on research 

Dr Nikki Fairchild, Alex Sabine 
& Sarah Barton 

University of Portsmouth and 
Eva Mikuska 

University of Chichester 
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Presentations 

 

 

 Dr Helen Simmons  
University of Derby 

‘Surveillance of Modern Motherhood:  
Experiences of Universal Parenting Courses. 

 

Dr Helen Simmons is a Senior Lecturer and International Link Tutor on the BA (Hons) Early 
Childhood Studies and Pathway Leader on the MA Education (Early Childhood Pathway) 
at the University of Derby.  
 

Prior to joining the University in 2008, Helen worked in early years settings and as a private 
nanny, she also taught vocational early years courses at Further Education Colleges in 
Sheffield and Coventry. Helen has undertaken research and publication relating to 
leadership in the early years and early years policy and her doctoral research and 
subsequent monograph publication provided a feminist post-structuralist analysis of modern 
motherhood. Helen lectures and supervises across Undergraduate and Postgraduate Early 
Childhood and Education programmes and her role also includes PhD supervision.  
 

Helen is Vice Chair for the Early Childhood Studies Degrees Network (ECSDN): Policy, 
Lobbying and Advocacy (National and International), her research interests centre on the 
sociology of childhood, children's workforce development and critically reflective practice. 
 

 

Amanda Tayler 
Staffordshire University 

Stories from the Sandpit -  
Telling the narratives of Early Years Teachers 

experiences in employment. 

 
 

Amanda Tayler Began her career in early years as a parent helper in a small preschool. 
Whilst there she gained a Level 3 qualification and became nursey manager. She studied 
for a foundation degree and level 6 top-up BA (hons) in early childhood studies. Whilst 
studying her MA she became course leader at a local college, then took her current role at 
Staffordshire University as course leader for the full time BA (hons) early childhood studies. 
Amanda is a senior fellow of the HEA, and her doctoral research examines the role of the 
Early Years Teacher.   
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Marie Bradwell 
Plymouth Marjon University  

Just A TA 

 

Marie is a PhD student with an interest in social policy, mental wellbeing and listening to 
young children. Her PhD study “See Me Hear Me” builds on the premise that children are co-
constructers of knowledge and active agents in their lives, and yet there remains an 
absence in truly listening to young children in research and in practice.    Her PhD research 
is designed to listen to young children's narratives on mental health and wellbeing. Utilising 
a mosaic approach, she has listened extensively to 40 children, aged 4 to 6 years, to explore 
what influences there are in their everyday lives that influences their mental health.  To hear 
what strategies the children, find beneficial in support and how these can / are 
implemented.  
 

Marie is a visiting lecturer at Marjon and has been in post since 2018. Marie has and 
continues to lecture on various programs, including Psychology, SEND (Special Educational 
Needs and Disability), EYITT (Early Years Initial Teacher Trainee), Criminology, Childhood 
Practice, Early Childhood Studies, MA Early Years, FdA Early Years, FdA Learning and 
Teaching, Youth and Community Work.  Marie is also a visiting lecturer at Cornwall College, 
teaching on the Fda Early Childhood Studies.   
 

Marie’s particular areas of interest are Policy and Practice, Safeguarding, Multi agency 
working and of course Child’s Voice.   
 
 

Aaron Bradbury 
Nottingham Trent University 

LGBTQIA+ Representation in the Early Years 

 
 

Principal Lecturer Early Years and Childhood (Learning and Development, Psychology, 
Special Educational Needs and Inclusion) at Nottingham Trent University. Aaron is the Chair 
of the LGBTQIA+ Early Years Working group and advocates for representation in the Early 
Years.  
 

He is a Member of the Coalition for the Early Years on the Birth to Five Matters and currently 
researching on Early Childhood workforce, The voice of the child, and Pioneers of Early 
Childhood. Co-Chair of the Early Years Academy and owner of Early Years Reviews, Team 
Early Childhood Podcast and Radio Host on Teacher Hug Radio for Early Years Childhood 
Chatter 
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ECSDN Funded Research Update 
Exploring practitioner, academics and student perspectives of Early Childhood Studies 
Degrees Graduate Practitioner Competencies (Pilot) in building professional identities and 
relationships 
 

 

Dr Tanya Richardson is a Senior Lecturer in Early Years at the 
University of Northampton.   She has previously managed and 
led her own “outstanding” day nursery and out of school club.  
The nursery setting was fortunate enough to have a forest 
school as part of its ethos and Tanya became very interested 
in the impact that this environment had on children’s speech 
and language development. She therefore is lucky enough to 
have the practice wisdom that she is able to apply to the 
academic studies and her PhD researched the impact that 
different learning and play environments have on young 
children’s speech and language development.   

She is also particularly interested in the student experience for those studying Early 
Childhood Studies and researches aspects with the aim to enhance this experience and 
produce professionals who will be excellent advocates for children and their families. 

 

Sigrid Brogaard Clausen is a senior lecturer and researcher in 
Early Childhood at the School of Education, University of 
Roehampton. She was previously a lecturer at the College of 
Social Education/ Kobenhavns Paedagog Seminarium - 
Copenhagen - Denmark.Her research interest arise from her 
experience of the Danish and English early years and range 
from the policy conditions for children's well being, learning 
and democratic participation to the development of 
professional identity in early childhood workforce. She has 
been a programme convenor for the BA Early Childhood   
Studies for 11 years and is a Senior Fellow of the Higher Education Academy, England. She 
is a member of the Excecutive group of the Early Childhood Studies Degree Network, 
England 

 

 

Su Wall is a senior lecturer at the University of Derby on the 
BA (Hons) Early Childhood Studies degree. Prior to joining 
the University, Su worked as an advisor the for the local 
authority, led the early years programmes within a further 
education college in Derby, UK and was the nominee for 
two early years nurseries. This is where Su became a forest 
school practitioner and embedded the ethos in to both 
nurseries running a successful forest school nursery. Su’s 
interest in supporting the most vulnerable children and 
families was further enhanced with the development and 
opening of a 2yr old provision attached to a primary school.  

Su’s interests and research includes the outdoor environment which was inspired by the 
impact forest school’s ethos has on children’s holistic development, inclusion in the widest 
context and aspects of safeguarding. She is interested in the experience of students 
enrolled on the Early Childhood Studies degree and how students are able to link theory 
in to practice with ultimately improving outcomes for children and families 
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ECSDN Funded Research Update 
The Early Childhood Education and Care sector’s  perspective on the Early Childhood 
Studies graduate and the Graduate Practitioner Competencies.  
 

 

Dr Nikki Fairchild is the Associate Head (Research and 
Innovation) in the School of Education and Sociology at the 
University of Portsmouth. Her research interests include 
posthumanist and new material feminist ways to enact and 
extend conceptualisations of professional practice and 
more-than-human subjectivities in Early Childhood. Her 
recent research focuses on place-space in classrooms and 
gardens. This has been enacted using walking-with 
methodologies where she is become interested in the ways 
in which place and space impact teachers and 
practitioners understanding of young children. 

 

Éva Mikuska is a Senior Lecturer in the Department of 
Education, Health and Social Science at the University of 
Chichester, UK. Her work seeks to broaden current views on 
early childhood education and care in England with the aims 
to produce a more generative, ethical, and political way to 
enact ECEC research. Her language skills (native Hungarian, 
and Serbo-Croat) and her research enables her work to have 
synergy with a national and international set of ECEC 
researchers. 

 
 

 

Alex Sabine is a Senior Teaching Fellow at the University of 
Portsmouth, course leader of the BA (Hons) Early Childhood 
Studies and Co-Chair of the Early Childhood Studies 
Degrees Network. He is passionate about education and is 
particularly interested in more creative forms of education 
which encourage the emergence of true character and 
‘Self’ in social structures. His research into teacher well-
being dovetails nicely with his professional and personal 
background in all phases of education and the various 
experiences of different educational approaches from 
throughout the world. 

 

Sarah Barton is a Senior Lecture and the University of 
Portsmouth and course leader of Early Years Initial Teacher 
Training (EYITT). She has 30 years experience of teaching Early 
Childhood working is settings, schools and as a lecturer.  Her 
research is focused on early years practitioner development. 
She routinely works with local and regional providers to identify 
practical application of contemporary theory as well as 
seeking to inform the field of research from a practitioner 
perspective. 
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Contact Details of Presenting Authors 
 
Dr Helen Simmons h.simmons@derby.ac.uk   
Amanda Tayler amanda.tayler@staffs.ac.uk   
Marie Bradwell mbradwell@marjon.ac.uk   
Aaron Bradbury aaron.bradbury@ntu.ac.uk   
Dr Tanya Richardson tanya.richardson@northampton.ac.uk   
Sigrid Brogaard Clausen s.brogaard-clausen@roehampton.ac.uk    
Su Wall s.wall@derby.ac.uk   
Dr Nikki Fairchild nikki.fairchild@port.ac.uk  
Éva Mikuska e.mikuska@chi.ac.uk  
Alex Sabine alex.sabine@port.ac.uk   
Sarah Barton sarah.barton@port.ac.uk   

 
 
Thank you for attending this third session – we hope you enjoyed the presentations 

and look forward to seeing you again.  
 

The ESCDN Conference Team 
Dr Jackie Musgrave 

Dr Helen Perkins 
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