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Programme for the Day
9.30 - 9.45

Welcome / Intro & Purpose of Conference
Philippa Thompson & Alex Sabine, ECSDN Co-Chairs

9.45 – 10.25

Keynote: Dr Carla Solvason
‘Bringing the Early Years Expert out of the Shadows’

10.25 – 10.30

Comfort Break

10.30 – 11.30

Block 1 Presentations – Chair: Dr Jackie Musgrave
Theme: School readiness and ‘schoolification’

11.35 – 11.55

Keynote: Dr Sharon Colilles
‘The Birth to 5 Matters Project: Research-informed Practice’

11.55 – 12.00

Comfort Break

12.00 – 12.40

Block 2 Presentations – Chair: Dr Helen Perkins
Theme: New Perspectives on Play

12.45 – 12.55

Plenary
What are the messages from our presentations for the
child/families/practice/pedagogy/policy government
and policy in settings

12.55 – 13.20

Questions to the Panel
Asking the ‘so what?’ question, from the presentations this
morning, what are the implications for practice?

13.20 – 13.30

Final Comments
Philippa Thompson, Dr Jackie Musgrave and Dr Helen Perkins
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Introduction and welcome

Philippa Thompson and Alex Sabine

It is a great pleasure to welcome you all here today and thank you for participating in the
fourth Early Childhood Studies Degrees Network (ECSDN) Research Conference. Your
attendance today demonstrates that despite the difficult circumstances we find ourselves
in, there is still a huge passion and commitment to the early childhood sector.
The ECSDN continues to develop as a network organisation representing higher education
institutions which provide ECS (and their equivalent) degrees. In November 2020 our Chair,
Carolyn Silberfield retired after moving the Network forward in terms of profile and impact.
Carolyn will remain involved in her new role as Chair Emerita in an advisory capacity which
is fantastic news! We now introduce ourselves as the new co-Chairs of the ECSDN and look
forward to working alongside you to follow in Carolyn’s footsteps and continue her fantastic
work. Both of us have a history of involvement in a range of early childhood services and
Higher Education. We also share a passion to see the graduate workforce recognised both
for their practice skills, knowledge and understanding of research. You can find out more
about us on the ECSDN website
During the past year we have seen further changes to the EYFS, and the network has been
working alongside other organisations to create a response through Birth to Five Matters
which hopes to be released in March. We continue to participate in national policy
initiatives and to work in partnership with a wide range of early childhood organisations.
Research has, and continues to be, integral to the success of the ECSDN as a member
organisation over the past 27 years. The importance of research is highlighted today in
representing the voices of all of those connected with the sector. It is key that we have a
forum for this research to be heard by students, practitioners, lecturers, and researchers. The
ECSDN aims to share current thinking, challenge and problem solve and develop the field
of early childhood research. Over the past four years, the range of speakers has been a key
success of our conferences. Inviting students to present alongside experienced researchers
is a way in which we can continue to support the sector to develop in terms of confidence
and quality.
We would like to say a very special thank you to Jackie and Helen, who have worked so
hard during difficult times for the sector. As we write this it is with a tinge of sadness that the
sector has again struggled to be heard and practitioners are in settings while schools have
closed to all but key worker and vulnerable children. In recognition of the pressures that we
all find ourselves under, it was decided to have two shorter conferences online. Thanks also
go to the ECSDN executive for their support for Jackie and Helen in putting together such
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an interesting and exciting programme. The current situation has helped us to look with fresh
eyes at how we may support a more diverse programme across the year and allow more
voices to be heard. If you have not yet booked for the 26th February, then hopefully after
today you will sign up for this!
We are really looking forward to hearing the wide-ranging research papers which focus on
diverse and topical issues within the early childhood field. We hope you enjoy your
experience today and continue to gain the benefits of being a member of, or associated
with, the Early Childhood Studies Degrees Network.
Philippa Thompson (Sheffield Hallam University) and Alex Sabine (University of Portsmouth)
Co-Chairs ECSDN
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Research and Knowledge Exchange
Dr Jackie Musgrave and Dr Helen Perkins

Welcome to the Early Childhood Degrees Studies Network 4th annual conference. For this
year, in response to the pandemic restrictions we are moving our conference online. We
are finding prolonged periods of time online exhausting, so to avoid this, we have planned
a series of mini half day conferences for this year. We have taken the decision to make
attendance at this year’s conference a free event and we hope that you enjoy attending
and hearing about our colleagues’ inspiring research.
We are delighted be able to create this valuable opportunity for researchers in the Early
Childhood field to present the findings from research into contemporary issues. We extend
a very warm welcome to our Early Childhood Studies student researchers and are grateful
that they are joining us to present, often for the first time. The academic field of Early
Childhood is a young one and we all need to work to ensure that there are opportunities to
promote and share high quality educational research in our field. Here is an overview of
some of the work that the Research and Knowledge Exchange has been working on over
the last year:
1. The Student Publication Opportunity goes from strength to strength and following the
June 2020 call for student papers, we have published around 50 students’ work on the
ECSDN website. The next call for papers will be February 2021. Students, please consider
submitting your papers for peer-review and gain this valuable opportunity to publish your
work. Those of you presenting today may want to consider adapting your work to meet
the criteria, this is explained in the guidance that will be circulated to members. We are
grateful to our tutor colleagues for their continued support and encouragement to their
students to submit their work. We are also grateful to colleagues who have helped us
over the last year to review the student submissions, many thanks to Jo Josephidou, Early
Childhood at the Open University, Siobhan O’Connor at Canterbury University and
Maggie Crowley at Warwick University. As the number of submissions has increased, we
have increased our pool of reviewers and we are grateful to Kathryn Crouch at Norland
College, Mary Dyer at Huddersfield University, Eva Mikuska at Chichester University, Kerry
Moakes at Manchester Metropolitan University and Michelle Wisbey at Anglia Ruskin
University for volunteering to do so.
2. Funded research opportunity for the membership Another fundamental part of our
strategy has been to set up a funded research project. Members were invited to bid for
funding, and this was awarded to two teams of researchers. Dr Tanya Richardson,
University of Northampton, Sigrid Brogaard-Clausen, University of Roehampton and Su
Wall, University of Derby are exploring practitioner, academics and student perspectives
of Early Childhood Studies Degrees Graduate Practitioner Competencies (Pilot) in
building Professional Identities and Relationships. And Nikki Fairchild, Alex Sabine and
Sarah Barton, University of Portsmouth and Eva Mikushka, University of Chichester are
researching the Early Childhood education and care sector’s perspective on the Early
Childhood Studies graduate and the Graduate Practitioner Competencies. The interim
findings from the research will be presented during this series of mini conferences, we
are looking forward to hearing about the progress of the research projects.
Please get in touch with your ideas of how we can develop this aspect of the ECSDN work,
and we welcome any ideas you may have, please get in touch with us. We would like to
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extend our thanks to the ECSDN Executive for supporting the research and knowledge work
and to Philippa and Alex for opening the conference and to Juliette Davies for her
invaluable administration and organisation support.
Best wishes

Jackie Musgrave,
Research and Knowledge Exchange
(Student Development)

Helen Perkins
Research and Knowledge Exchange
(Professional Development)

Page |6

Keynote:
‘Bringing the Early Years Expert out of the Shadows’.
In 2013 Cathy Nutbrown bewailed the fact that educational professionals working in the
early years are repeatedly viewed as “something less than their colleagues working with
older children” (Nutbrown, 2013, p.8). In this presentation I would like to consider this and
explore how the many skills and attributes presented by the early childhood educator
actually make them something more than many other professionals. This presentation paints
a picture of the early childhood educator as a selfless and often unrecognised expert in the
lives of children and their families. They remain unrecognised because, through relationships
built upon respect and authentic care, their role is often preventative, stepping in when
“the wheels are getting wobbly” (Solvason, Webb and Sutton-Tsang, 2020), meaning that
much of this vitally important work happens without any means of documentation or
acknowledgement. In this presentation I would like to celebrate the early childhood
professional as a highly skilled champion of ethical practice and to urge all of you, as
developing practitioners, to celebrate this through inspiring and meaningful research.
Research which you should aim to share, not only for the enrichment of your own
colleagues, but in order to strive towards early childhood professionals receiving the
recognition that they rightly deserve as experts in the field of education.
Nutbrown, C (2013) Shaking the Foundations of Quality? Why ‘childcare’ policy must not lead to
poor-quality early education and care. Available from:
http://www.crec.co.uk/docs/Shaking_the_foundations_of_quality.pdf
Solvason, Webb and Tsang (2020) What is left…?: The Implications of Losing Maintained Nursery
Schools for Vulnerable Children and Families in England, Children and Society,
https://authorservices.wiley.com/api/pdf/fullArticle/16752045

Carla Solvason joined the University of Worcester twelve years
ago, following roles as a primary school teacher, researcher
and advisor for a children’s communication charity. Over the
last decade Carla has published widely in the field of ethics,
considering its positioning both within research and early years
professionalism.
Carla is currently developing a book with her colleague
Rebecca Webb, of the University of Sussex, which explores the
concept of the Early Childhood Professional being so much
more than they are traditionally perceived to be. This emerges
from research carried out for TACTYC involving over 100
maintained nursery schools in 2019 across the South West and
Midlands areas of England.
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Keynote:
‘‘The Birth to 5 Matters Project: Research-informed Practice’’
Sharon Colilles is an early years consultant and trainer with
expertise in early childhood education, learning and
development. As an owner/operator of a private day setting
she has extensive experience across the early years sector from
her work with children and their families, local authorities, and
government departments. She has worked with individuals as
an assessor for the award of Early Years Teacher status, as well
as advising on the External Reference Group for the 2012 review
of the Early Years Professional Standards.
As a senior academic, Sharon lead on the BA (Hons) Early Years with Enterprise course, as
well as teaching on QTS courses, Early Years Teacher status and MA programmes. Informed
by her PhD research Sharon provides training and consultancy that is particularly
concerned with participatory pedagogies and their part in developing children’s ethnic
and cultural learning and development through play – especially learning and
development informed by child-led perspectives.
She is currently Project Assistant for the Early Years Coalition’s development of non-statutory
guidance for the EYFS, Birth to Five Matters.

Page |8

Programme for Presentations
Block 1
Presentations

Theme:
School readiness and ‘schoolification’

Chair:
Dr Jackie Musgrave

Duration of each presentation: 15 minutes followed by 5 minutes Q & A session
Presentation 1

An exploration of the main influences on assessment practice from the
perspectives of Reception teachers in England

Angela Barley
Bishop Grosseteste University

Presentation 2

A study into the impact of the attendance at morning or afternoon sessions on
the Baseline assessment scores of children in nursery settings in Wales’.

Jane Dorrian
The Open University

Presentation 3

Educating from a care(-ing) about children perspective: The problem with the
key person approach in early years.

Rachael Summerscales
York St John’s University

Theme:
New Perspectives on Play

Chair:
Dr Helen Perkins

Block 2
Presentations

Duration of each presentation: 15 minutes followed by 5 minutes Q & A session
Presentation 4

A historical review of the anthropology of play, games and toys. Are we ready to
welcome everyone in nurseries?

Presentation 5

An analysis of outdoor pedagogy: is it all about health?

Dr Marco Delgado-Fuentes
University of Derby
Sarah Davies-Walter
Bath Spa University
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Presentations

Angela Barley
Bishop Grosseteste University
An exploration of the main influences on
assessment practice from the perspectives of
Reception teachers in England

Angela is studying for a part-time Doctorate in Education (EdD) at Bishop Grossteste
University in Lincoln. Angela currently works within the primary teacher training department
within the university but has always held a passion for all things ‘Early Years’ and related
concepts and ideas. After initially working as a primary school teacher, Angela worked for
a local authority and led assessment moderation events for Reception teachers and the
assessments they complete at the end of the Reception year. It was during this time that
the idea for her research emerged-such a lot of evidence being brought to meetings to
discuss what children knew/could do! What could be the reasons behind this? As her
research focus,
Angela is exploring the perceptions of Reception teachers regarding what they consider to
be the main influences on their assessment practice across the academic year.

Jane Dorrian
The Open University
A study into the impact of the attendance at
morning or afternoon sessions on the Baseline
assessment scores of children in
nursery settings in Wales’.

Jane Dorrian started her career as a nursery schoolteacher in the south Wales valleys.
Following a secondment as an advisory teacher for early years she began her HE career as
a lecturer in early years education at University of Wales, Newport before moving to Cardiff
Metropolitan University where she led the early years education programmes.
Her doctoral thesis looked at the professional identity of early years practitioners and she
currently works as a staff tutor at the Open University.
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Rachael Summerscales
York St John’s University
Educating from a care(-ing) about children
perspective: The problem with the key person
approach in early years.

Rachael currently works as an Early Years Advisor for a local authority supporting providers
who work with children aged 0-5years. She draws upon her professional relationships with
key partners and institutions across education, health and early intervention to ensure
young children receive responsive education and care suited to local needs, and sector
professionals have access to continual, research informed development opportunities.
Rachael has a particular interest in children’s well-being and relational pedagogy which
has recently led to the implementation of a multi-disciplinary approach to trauma informed
practice. Prior to working as an Advisor, Rachael worked in senior leadership and teaching
roles in early years in primary schools, working with vulnerable families in challenging
circumstances.

Dr Marco Antonio Delgado-Fuentes
University of Derby
A historical review of the anthropology
of play, games and toys.
Are we ready to welcome everyone in nurseries?

The study aims to critically analyse the development of the anthropological and
ethnographical studies on games, play and toys. Using Vidich and Lyman (2000) model to
understand the history of ethnography, the study examined the production of academic
literature in the English, French, Italian and Spanish speaking languages.
Early ethnography held the underlying assumptions that cultures were an evolutionary
process in which white people of the US and the UK were the most civilised; the rest of the
world was primitive (Vidich and Lyman, 2000). As we shall see, anthropology and its focus
on play evolved as this view died out. With the introduction of philosophical notions such as
phenomenology and hermeneutics, the study of play required to include players’ points of
views. Other cultures were understood as different symbolic arenas that did not need to be
classified in the original evolutionary sense.
The study finishes with the post-modern views of other cultures on the West. The general
reflection calls for the use of intercultural studies to facilitate a less colonised way to
understand and use play and questions whether currently, professionals have the training,
the tools and the time to understand the characteristics of the multicultural societies.
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Sarah Davies-Walter
Bath Spa University
An analysis of outdoor pedagogy:
is it all about health?

My journey to the world of Early Years Education has been relatively long but filled with lot
of life-experiences which hopefully enable me to bring an interesting perspective to the
profession.
In January 2011, I left behind a success career in secondary education to fulfil my childhood
dream of training to be a Children’s Nurse. Upon completion of my degree, I initially working
as a Staff Nurse at the Bristol Children’s Hospital but then chose to focus on supporting
families within the community and returned to university to complete a Specialist
Community Public Health Nursing (Health Visiting) training. Following this, I worked in
Somerset as a Health Visitor. I have always enjoyed mentoring and supporting students and
decided to return to the education environment in 2016, working as an Assessor/Trainer with
Health and Social Care Apprentices at Bath College. In May 2017 I joined Norland College
where I am a Lecturer in Early Years. Not surprisingly, I am interested in health – public health
in particular and enjoy sharing my knowledge and experience with students. I am studying
for my MA in Education: Early Childhood Studies on a part-time basis at Bath Spa University.
When not preparing lectures, marking, or working on my dissertation about the lived
experiences of being a grandparent, I enjoy walking in the Mendips where I live and, when
possible, spending time with my family.

Contact Details of Presenting Authors
Angela Barley

angela.barley@bishopg.ac.uk

Jane Dorrian

jane.dorrian@open.ac.uk

Rachael Summerscales

rsummerscales06@outlook.com

Dr Marco Delgado-Fuentes

m.delgadofuentes@derby.ac.uk

Sarah Davies-Walter

sarah.davieswalters@gmail.com

Thank you for attending this first session – we hope you enjoyed the presentations
and look forward to seeing you in session two on the 26th February 2021.
The ESCDN Conference Team
Dr Jackie Musgrave
Dr Helen Perkins
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