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Programme for the Day
9.30 - 9.45

Welcome / Intro & Purpose of Conference
Philippa Thompson & Alex Sabine, ECSDN Co-Chairs

9.45 – 10.25

Keynote: Professor Eva Lloyd
‘The Changing Shape of the English Early Years System’

10.25 – 10.35

Comfort Break

10.35 – 11.15

Block 1 Presentations – Chair: Dr Helen Perkins

11.15 – 11.45

ECSDN Funded Research Update - Interim Progress with Research
Introduction – why fund research?
The Early Childhood education and care sector’s perspective on
the Early Childhood Studies graduate and the Graduate
Practitioner Competencies

11.45 – 11.55

Comfort Break

11.55 – 12.55

Block 2 Presentations – Chair: Dr Jackie Musgrave

12.55 – 13.15

Plenary
What are the messages from our presentations for the
child/families/practice/pedagogy/policy government
and policy in settings
Asking the ‘so what?’ question, from the presentations this
morning, what are the implications for practice?

13.15 – 13.25

Final Comments
Philippa Thompson, Dr Jackie Musgrave and Dr Helen Perkins
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Introduction and welcome

Philippa Thompson and Alex Sabine

It is a great pleasure to welcome you all here today and thank you for participating in the
fourth Early Childhood Studies Degrees Network (ECSDN) Research Conference. Your
attendance today demonstrates that despite the difficult circumstances we find ourselves
in, there is still a huge passion and commitment to the early childhood sector.
The ECSDN continues to develop as a network organisation representing higher education
institutions which provide ECS (and their equivalent) degrees. In November 2020 our Chair,
Carolyn Silberfield retired after moving the Network forward in terms of profile and impact.
Carolyn will remain involved in her new role as Chair Emerita in an advisory capacity which
is fantastic news! We now introduce ourselves as the new co-Chairs of the ECSDN and look
forward to working alongside you to follow in Carolyn’s footsteps and continue her fantastic
work. Both of us have a history of involvement in a range of early childhood services and
Higher Education. We also share a passion to see the graduate workforce recognised both
for their practice skills, knowledge and understanding of research. You can find out more
about us on the ECSDN website
During the past year we have seen further changes to the EYFS, and the network has been
working alongside other organisations to create a response through Birth to Five Matters
which hopes to be released in March. We continue to participate in national policy
initiatives and to work in partnership with a wide range of early childhood organisations.
Research has, and continues to be, integral to the success of the ECSDN as a member
organisation over the past 27 years. The importance of research is highlighted today in
representing the voices of all of those connected with the sector. It is key that we have a
forum for this research to be heard by students, practitioners, lecturers, and researchers. The
ECSDN aims to share current thinking, challenge and problem solve and develop the field
of early childhood research. Over the past four years, the range of speakers has been a key
success of our conferences. Inviting students to present alongside experienced researchers
is a way in which we can continue to support the sector to develop in terms of confidence
and quality.
We would like to say a very special thank you to Jackie and Helen, who have worked so
hard during difficult times for the sector. As we write this it is with a tinge of sadness that the
sector has again struggled to be heard and practitioners are in settings while schools have
closed to all but key worker and vulnerable children. In recognition of the pressures that we
all find ourselves under, it was decided to have three shorter conferences, the third one is
to be held on Friday 23rd April, booking details and the programme for the day will be
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available soon. Thanks also go to the ECSDN executive for their support for Jackie and Helen
in putting together such an interesting and exciting programme. The current situation has
helped us to look with fresh eyes at how we may support a more diverse programme across
the year and allow more voices to be heard. If you have not yet booked for the 26th
February, then hopefully after today you will sign up for this!
We are really looking forward to hearing the wide-ranging research papers which focus on
diverse and topical issues within the early childhood field. We hope you enjoy your
experience today and continue to gain the benefits of being a member of, or associated
with, the Early Childhood Studies Degrees Network.
Philippa Thompson (Sheffield Hallam University) and Alex Sabine (University of Portsmouth)
Co-Chairs ECSDN
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Research and Knowledge Exchange
Dr Jackie Musgrave and Dr Helen Perkins

Welcome to the Early Childhood Degrees Studies Network 4th annual conference. In
response to the pandemic restrictions, we are moving our conference online. We are
finding prolonged periods of time online exhausting, so to avoid this, we have planned a
series of mini half day conferences. For this year we have taken the decision to make
attendance at this year’s conference a free event and we hope that you enjoy attending
and hearing about our colleagues’ inspiring research.
We are delighted be able to create this valuable opportunity for researchers in the Early
Childhood field to present the findings from research into contemporary issues. We extend
a very warm welcome to our Early Childhood Studies student researchers and are grateful
that they are joining us to present, often for the first time. The academic field of Early
Childhood is a young one and we all need to work to ensure that there are opportunities to
promote and share high quality educational research in our field. Here is an overview of
some of the work that the Research and Knowledge Exchange has been working on over
the last year:
1. The Student Publication Opportunity goes from strength to strength and following the
June 2020 call for student papers, we have published around 50 students’ work on the
ECSDN website. The February 2021 call for papers is now open. The deadline for
submissions is Monday 29th March, please see the details of how to prepare and submit
your work here. Students, please consider submitting your papers for peer-review and
gain this valuable opportunity to publish your work. Those of you presenting today may
want to consider adapting your work to meet the criteria, this is explained in the
guidance that will be circulated to members. We are grateful to our tutor colleagues for
their continued support and encouragement to their students to submit their work. We
are also grateful to colleagues who have helped us over the last year to review the
student submissions, many thanks to Jo Josephidou, Early Childhood at the Open
University, Siobhan O’Connor at Canterbury University and Maggie Crowley at Warwick
University. As the number of submissions has increased, we have increased our pool of
reviewers and we are grateful to Kathryn Crouch at Norland College, Mary Dyer at
Huddersfield University, Eva Mikuska at Chichester University, Kerry Moakes at
Manchester Metropolitan University and Michelle Wisbey at Anglia Ruskin University for
volunteering to do so.
2. Funded research opportunity for the membership Another fundamental part of our
strategy has been to set up a funded research project. Members were invited to bid for
funding, and this was awarded to two teams of researchers. Dr Tanya Richardson,
University of Northampton, Sigrid Brogaard-Clausen, University of Roehampton and Su
Wall, University of Derby are exploring practitioner, academics and student perspectives
of Early Childhood Studies Degrees Graduate Practitioner Competencies (Pilot) in
building Professional Identities and Relationships. And Nikki Fairchild, Alex Sabine and
Sarah Barton, University of Portsmouth and Eva Mikushka, University of Chichester are
researching the Early Childhood education and care sector’s perspective on the Early
Childhood Studies graduate and the Graduate Practitioner Competencies. The interim
findings from the research will be presented during this series of mini conferences, we
are looking forward to hearing about the progress of the research projects.
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Please get in touch with your ideas of how we can develop this aspect of the ECSDN work,
and we welcome any ideas you may have, please get in touch with us. We would like to
extend our thanks to the ECSDN Executive for supporting the research and knowledge work
and to Philippa and Alex for opening the conference and to Juliette Davies for her
invaluable administration and organisation support.
Best wishes

Dr Jackie Musgrave,
Research and Knowledge Exchange
(Student Development)

Dr Helen Perkins
Research and Knowledge Exchange
(Professional Development)
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Keynote:
‘The Changing Shape of the English Early Years System’.
In this presentation I explore the implications of the increasing dominance of private sector
business in the delivery of early education and childcare to under-fives in England. By
comparison, the public sector plays only a relatively minor role within this marketised system,
through nursery classes in maintained primaries and maintained nursery schools. This
situation poses a threat to the early years sector’s sustainability, which has been amplified
by the Covid-19 crisis. Data from a recent research project I worked on highlight potential
alternative approaches that may mitigate such childcare market risks.

Eva Lloyd is professor of Early Childhood at the University of East London and Director of
UEL’s International Centre for the Study of the Mixed Economy of Childcare. She also holds
a Visiting Professorship at University College London. With a background in psychology, her
research focusses on early childhood education and care policies and systems, particularly
marketised systems, and their impact on young children growing up with disadvantage.
She has published widely on these issues for both academic and practitioner audiences.
Eva has extensive experience of collaborating with national and international policymakers
and is currently advising the Irish Government on the development of a funding model for
the Irish ECEC system. In 2013 she received and OBE for services to education.
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ECSDN Funded Research Update
Interim Progress with Research
The Early Childhood Education and Care sector’s perspective on the Early Childhood
Studies graduate and the Graduate Practitioner Competencies.
Dr Nikki Fairchild is the Associate Head (Research and
Innovation) in the School of Education and Sociology at the
University of Portsmouth. Her research interests include
posthumanist and new material feminist ways to enact and
extend conceptualisations of professional practice and
more-than-human subjectivities in Early Childhood. Her
recent research focuses on place-space in classrooms and
gardens. This has been enacted using walking-with
methodologies where she is become interested in the ways
in which place and space impact teachers and
practitioners understanding of young children.
Éva Mikuska is a Senior Lecturer in the Department of
Education, Health and Social Science at the University of
Chichester, UK. Her work seeks to broaden current views on
early childhood education and care in England with the aims
to produce a more generative, ethical, and political way to
enact ECEC research. Her language skills (native Hungarian,
and Serbo-Croat) and her research enables her work to have
synergy with a national and international set of ECEC
researchers.
Alex Sabine is a Senior Teaching Fellow at the University of
Portsmouth, course leader of the BA (Hons) Early Childhood
Studies and Co-Chair of the Early Childhood Studies
Degrees Network. He is passionate about education and is
particularly interested in more creative forms of education
which encourage the emergence of true character and
‘Self’ in social structures. His research into teacher wellbeing dovetails nicely with his professional and personal
background in all phases of education and the various
experiences of different educational approaches from
throughout the world.
Sarah Barton is a Senior Lecture and the University of
Portsmouth and course leader of Early Years Initial Teacher
Training (EYITT). She has 30 years experience of teaching Early
Childhood working is settings, schools and as a lecturer. Her
research is focused on early years practitioner development.
She routinely works with local and regional providers to identify
practical application of contemporary theory as well as
seeking to inform the field of research from a practitioner
perspective.
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Programme for Presentations
Block 1
Presentations

Chair:
Dr Helen Perkins
Duration of each presentation: 15 minutes followed by 5 minutes Q & A session

Presentation 1

‘Turning to notice’ a colourful perspective: (Re)presenting two-year-old
children’s lived experiences of School Readiness.

Presentation 2

An examination of poverty as portrayed in Roald Dahl’s ‘Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory’ and whether these depictions are reflected in
contemporary society in the UK.

Dr Julie Ovington
University of Sunderland
Sian Tyler Robson
Coventry University

Block 2
Presentations

Chair:
Dr Jackie Musgrave
Duration of each presentation: 15 minutes followed by 5 minutes Q & A session

Presentation 3

The first three weeks of lockdown in England: the challenges of detecting
safeguarding issues amid nursery and school closures

Presentation 4

How has COVID-19 impacted upon children in terms of cultural trauma?

Presentation 5

Using a dialogic approach to investigate meaning making for pre-school
children, older friends, practitioners and researchers within an intergenerational
project.

Eva Mikuska
University of Chichester
Dr Tehmina Khan
London Metropolitan University
Yasmin Stefanov-King
Coventry University
Dr Sandra Lyndon
& Helen Moss
University of Chichester
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Presentations

Dr Julie Ovington

University of Sunderland
‘Turning to notice’ a colourful perspective:
(Re)presenting two-year-old children’s lived
experiences of School Readiness.

Julie is a lecturer at Sunderland University and has developed a passion and enthusiasm for
early years education through her intervention work with families and within schools. Julie
will be presenting some of her PhD research findings which explored two-year-old children's
experiences of school readiness. Using a unique analogy of colour Julie’s research (re)tells
and (re)presents how the children in her research emerged with agency and autonomy in
classroom spaces and events. How and when they emerged is integral to understanding
how we can support children's transitions and their wellbeing in settings moving forward. To
do this Julie will be sharing what is coined as 'affective intensities' as a provocation to rethink
old practices, calling to question what can and should be considered as a 'voice'.

Sian Tyler Robson
Coventry University
An examination of poverty as portrayed in Roald
Dahl’s ‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory’ and
whether these depictions are reflected in
contemporary society in the UK.

A third-year undergraduate studying Primary Education and Teaching Studies at Coventry
University Scarborough.
My passion for teaching young children became apparent when I was 15 years old when I
began teaching Performing Arts at the dance school I attended. I am currently working as
an advanced teaching assistant alongside my degree for further experience and
preparation for the start of my PGCE year in September 2021, which I am very looking
forward to. My aim in life is to become the best teacher I can be and progressively move
up to senior leadership. I am also aiming to eventually be teaching overseas internationally.
My third-year research project in which I will be presenting focuses on poverty within Roald
Dahl's Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, and poverty within today's society, discussing
links between the two.
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Eva Mikuska
University of Chichester
Dr Tehmina Khan
London Metropolitan University
The first three weeks of lockdown in England: the challenges of detecting
safeguarding issues amid nursery and school closures
Éva Mikuska is a Senior Lecturer in the Department of
Education, Health and Social Science at the University of
Chichester, UK. Her work seeks to broaden current views on
early childhood education and care in England with the
aims to produce a more generative, ethical, and political
way to enact ECEC research. Her language skills (native
Hungarian, and Serbo-Croat) and her research enables her
work to have synergy with a national and international set of
ECEC researchers.

Dr Tehmina Khan works as a senior law lecturer at London
Metropolitan University, UK. She is also a qualified solicitor
(lawyer, not-practicing) and an independent disciplinary
panel member for the Football Association. Her research
interests include forced marriage, culture, and teachers’
identities. Recently her research focuses on the impact of
Covid-19 pandemic on education in England.

Yasmin Stefanov-King
Coventry University
How has COVID-19 impacted upon children
in terms of cultural trauma?

A lecturer in Early Years and Education at Coventry University Scarborough, I have been
involved with early years education, either directly with the children, or in the FE/HE sector
for the majority of my working life, before breeding two small people which successfully
blew all my theories out of the window. My focus has always been early years practice,
and I am currently working with York St John University on a study around the impact of
COVID upon the early years sector, looking at parents and practitioners. My doctoral study,
which is what I will be presenting on, builds on this area, looking at the impact of cultural
trauma on young children. views. Other cultures were understood as different symbolic
arenas that did not need to be classified in the original evolutionary sense.
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Dr Sandra Lyndon and Helen Moss
University of Chichester
Using a dialogic approach to investigate meaning making for pre-school
children, older friends, practitioners and researchers within an
intergenerational project.

Helen Moss is a senior lecturer at the University of Chichester.
She is part of the Early Childhood and Social Work Teams and
teaches across a range of programmes and modules, with a
focus on child development, legal frameworks to promote
children's welfare and children's rights. Helen's previous
research interests have included communication skills used by
social workers in child protection interviews.

Dr Sandra Lyndon is a senior lecturer at the University of
Chichester. She is part of the Early Childhood team and leads
and teaches across a range of programmes and modules.
Sandra completed her Doctorate of Education at the
University of Sussex in January 2019. Her thesis ‘Early years
practitioners’ narratives of child poverty’ uses narrative
methodology and methods to explore understandings of
poverty in early years settings.
Helen and Sandra are co-researchers and they have been working together using a
dialogic narrative approach to evaluate the benefits of an intergenerational project
between children from a nursery school and their ‘older friends’ from a residential care
home. Sandra and Helen are in the process of publishing their research findings.

Contact Details of Presenting Authors
Eva Mikuska

e.mikuska@chi.ac.uk

Helen Moss

h.moss@chi.ac.uk

Dr Julie Ovington

julie.ovington@sunderland.ac.uk

Dr Sandra Lyndon

s.lyndon@chi.ac.uk

Sian Tyler Robson

robsons6@cuscuni.coventry.ac.uk

Dr Tehmina Khan

drtk99@gmail.com

Yasmin Stefanov-King

ac4257@coventry.ac.uk
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Thank you for attending this second session – we hope you enjoyed the
presentations and look forward to seeing you again.
The ESCDN Conference Team
Dr Jackie Musgrave
Dr Helen Perkins
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