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This form has been developed for tutors to fill in alongside mentors and students on their final visit to a 
student on placement and should take about one and a half to two hours maximum. Tutors should start by re-
stating (as on the 1st visit) that our intention is to work collaboratively with students, mentors and academic 
tutors on the ECS team to develop the competencies and to help students make links between conceptual 
knowledge and understanding and their practical experience.   

 

Preparation for the final visit 

• The student should think about where s/he will take the tutor on the walkabout (see the section later 
on the form for what this might be). Try to think of areas where the student has had some direct 
involvement or something which links to their observations of their focus child for the child study. 

• Student and mentor to select two observations between them for discussion in the 3-way meeting:  
o one student observation of a child (from the child study the student has been doing) and; 
o one mentor observation of the student 

• The observation of the student should be recent, and the mentor should have discussed this with the 
student in advance 

• Please note that the final visit is meant to be a collaborative discussion to point out what the student 
is doing well as well as areas for development, it is not an assessment of the observations or practice. 

• We are particular interested in the areas of the Graduate Practitioner Competencies which focus on 
developing positive and respectful relationships with children and adults at this stage of the 
programme as we think these are central to good practice. We are also looking for evidence that the 
student is beginning to be reflective of early childhood practice. See end of form for more detail. 

 

Structure of the final visit 

1) Walkabout (tour of setting including the academic tutor and student) – approximately 20-30 
minutes 
o In advance of the final visit, the student and mentor should select two or three aspects of practice 

in which the student has been involved to form the basis of the Walkabout with their tutor.  For 
example, the student could show their tutor something they have focused upon (e.g. perhaps they 
have carried out an activity in an area such as reading a story or supporting water or block play, 
or might want to talk about care practices such as mealtimes they have been involved in). We 
suggest one of the aspects of practice should link to their child study, so the student may want to 
discuss an area where they noticed something that has been very significant to their focus child.  

o The kinds of questions the tutor will be asking can be seen in the form below. 
 

2) Discussion between tutor, mentor and student - approximately one hour 
o Tutor, mentor and student will discuss the child study. The student should have chosen (in 

advance) an observation from their child study for a more in-depth discussion.  
o The kinds of questions which the tutor will use to guide the discussion are in the form below. 
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o Then, the mentor will discuss a recent observation they have made of the student’s practice and 
will make some comments about what has gone well on the placement as well as what the 
student needs to develop further.  

 

3) The last part of the visit will be to discuss issues relating to this first year of developing the 
Early Childhood Graduate Practitioner Competencies. 
o We want to work collaboratively with mentors and settings as well as students, so your insights 

into what has gone well and what could be improved in the future is important to us. 
 

Date:   
 

 

Student name: 
 
Setting name: 
 

Name of mentor (or mentors if there has been more than one): 
 

Attendance (number of days of attendance and plans to complete the required days [assuming the 
visit is not on the student’s last day] Level 3 students can do 20 days, but for the rest it is 25 days) 
 
 
 
Brief description of setting including the age group(s) the student has been working with: 
 
 
 
 

1) Walkabout – tutor questions to guide the discussion 

Tutor questions: 
 

1. What has excited you about being on placement in this setting? 
2. What have you found challenging? 
3. What made you choose this (whatever aspect(s) of the setting the student shows the tutor)? 
4. Show us where the child (in your child study) like to be  
5. What does the child like to do and why? 
6. What aspects of working with young children in this setting do you like the most and why? 
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2) Discussion: tutor, student and mentor 
Part A) Child study discussion 
Child study questions for discussion (and for student’s use in developing their reflective writing) 

1. What is the child interested in? 
2. What are they engaging with? 
3. How are they engaging in relationships? 
4. How do they express emotions? 
5. What do they find challenging? 
6. How can we as adults support this child? 
7. Have you done anything in particular to support this child based on what you know about 

them?  
8. Why is observation important for your practice?  How did it help? 
9. What do you think you need to develop in this key area of early childhood practice? 

 
 
 
 
Part B) Discussion of mentor’s observation of the student 
Focus on what the student is doing well as well as areas for development. 
Given what we see as the centrality of relationships to early childhood practice at University of 
Roehampton, discuss the student’s development of building respectful relationships with the 
children and adults in the setting. 
 
 
 
 

What are the student’s aspirations for their career? 
 

Final reflections on the programme at the end of the visit 
The thoughts of students and mentors on the first year of the pilot should be recorded here.  
What has gone well?  
What would have been helpful – what could we improve? 
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The main Graduate Practitioner Competencies we will be focusing on are: 

Competency 1  
Advocating for young children’s rights and participation  
Democratic Practice 

1.1 Demonstrate how you listen to and work in collaboration with young children, individually and in 
groups. 
Building relationships 

1.2 Observe, support and extend young children’s participation/engagement in play, creative expressions 
and learning through following their needs and interests. How children learn as individuals and as part of a 
group 

1.3 Support children to respect others by providing opportunities for their participation and decision making; 
Enable children to gradually take co-responsibility and to develop inclusive communities 

The passages in green link to University of Roehampton additions to the competencies (your views on 
this would be helpful) 

 

The student may also – through their child study – be able to evidence: 

Competency 2.1 Explain, justify and apply in practice, knowledge of how infants and young children 
develop from conception to the age of 8 in terms of: 

• Neurological and brain development 
• Cognitive development 
• Communication and language development 
• Personal, emotional and social development 
• Physical development 

 
 


