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ECSDN 9th Research Conference
Invitation to present 
Theme: Celebrating Early Childhood Studies
Friday 30th January 2026
On-line









[bookmark: _heading=h.suvvndvtcsdi]The online ECSDN conference provides an exciting opportunity for early childhood researchers to share their findings and ideas.

This accessible and supportive conference is open to all institutions who offer Early Childhood Studies degrees and welcomes submissions from undergraduate and postgraduate students as well as early career researchers. 
We are particularly keen to invite submissions from Early Childhood Studies students and would invite tutors to encourage, support or consider co-presenting with students who may have interesting work to share. This could include a small group from one HE institution using the 15-minute slot to share their research proposals or encouraging recent graduates to present their dissertation research.
Submissions can be a presentation about one of the following:
· a research proposal 
· completed research
· a research-informed position piece relating to a contemporary issue in early childhood
· findings from a relevant literature review

Each presentation will be allotted a 15-minute slot, followed by five minutes for questions. They will be grouped together by theme as appropriate.

Criteria for selection of papers:
· Clarity of the research approach and/or focus
· Originality of the research or position piece
· Significance of the research for Early Childhood Education and Care practice
· Explanation of ethical considerations where relevant.

To submit your abstract please complete the following application and email: eva.mikuska@port.ac.uk or carolyn.siberfeld@btinternet.com by 5pm on 12 December 2025.

Please put ‘ECSDN 9th Research Conference Call for Papers’ in the subject bar of your email.

Presenters will be informed if their abstract has been accepted on the 12th December 2025.

	Important – Please Note: 
Presenters must complete a ‘Delegate Application for ECSDN Research Conference 2026’ found: https://www.ecsdn.org/research-conferences/




Application to Present a Paper at the 9th ECSDN Research Conference

	Name(s), institution(s) of the presenter(s) and co-presenter(s) 
(for multi-authored papers, please indicate which authors will be presenting)

	

	E-mail address(es)
	

	Title of the Paper

	

	Abstract (200 words)
	

	Ethical Considerations. If your research involved the collection of data from participants (rather than being literature based) then you must have first gained ethical approval. Please complete the ethics checklist found on the following page if this applies to your research.

	Five Keywords
	1
2
3
4
5
	

	Type of Presenter
(please indicate by ‘ticking’ the relevant box)
	ECSDN Institutional Member
	

	
	Students (ECSDN Institutional Member)
	

	
	Non-Member
	

	Opportunity to publish. If you would like to take advantage of the opportunity to publish your work online, please see the final page.



Confirmation of Ethical approval

	Which institution gave ethical approval for your research and when?

(If ethical approval is not necessary, please explain why)
	Institution:
Date:



	How were the participants selected, recruited and informed about the research?

Please provide specific details for any participants who were children (under 18) or vulnerable adults?










	

	How were issues of anonymity and confidentiality addressed?
	







	How were issues of data protection and the processing of personal data addressed?






	

	Please outline any other ethical issues that arose during the research and how you mitigated their impact.
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